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Judge: p'uBlicit’y no issue in Rewald case

By Walter Wright ¢ = 2
Ui eriiser Staff Moruter .

Despite an avalanche of pub-
licity in the Ronald lewakd :
case, including a small landslide
Monday, federal Judge: 1Jarold )
Fong said yesterday he cxpecls.
to have a fair, impartial .jury'

selected to hear opening argy--

ments loday.
Judge Fong sawd he hoped to
accomphsh in two days what
ewald said could never bLe
done in Hawaii — find a jury
not contaminated by - pubhcity::
aboul.the sensatlonal case.
Rewaid faces 96 federal
counts of perjury, fraud and tax

cvasion-in connection with the ]

" operation of Dishop Baldwln

-~

Rewald Dillinghawm & Wong,
which ook investment, deposils
from the public.

The CIA admits giving the

“compuny $2.700 for ‘telephone
.and . telex services it used Lo,

provide “cotuncrest! cover™ for
several personnel, bul denies
Rewald's claim that the Cla
created and ran the company
and s responsible for loss of

inveslor funds. ‘

The \rial promises to examine
in detuil Rewald's connection
with the agency, and how $22
niillion in jnvestor funds was .
obtained and spent by Itewald
and the firm (10 maintain a lav-
ish life-style decoratled with
polo ponles, mansions, ranches,
beautiful women and fancy
cars. . - T .

The CIA link and Rewald's’

" Irce spending have fascinated

the media, for (we ycars, at-
tracting coverage {rom national
television networks and news
Inagazines, the Brilsh Broad-
cusling .Corporation and major
hewspapers across the country. ;

Judge Fong said yesterday .
thal questioning indicates - few
prospective - jurors: read or
watched much. aboyl ‘the case,
those that did remembered lit- ~
the, anxd those who had formed
opinions - said they could set

them aside.

On thase groumnds, Fong turn-
ed aside a new request by Re-
wiald (o0 move the trial to
another locatlon because of a
slory published. Mowday in ‘The
Star-Balletin.

Ilewald's attorneys said the
story undercut Rewald's de-
fenses and wondcered if the
prosccution had anything to do
with getting it published.

Juige Fong, the prosccution
and the reporter involved,
Charles Memminger, all said
lhere was nothing new m the
story. Mcmminger character-
ized the full-page story as “a
standard pre-trial wrapup”
summarizing the casc.

** Fong continued yeslerday his

assembling of a pool of 40

potential jurors. From that pool,
the attorneys from boih sides

‘today will scleet 12 regular

jurors and six alternates.
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